
A specialist college where students with 
a passion for the arts and a desire to live 
independently can achieve their goals
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We believe that students who can demonstrate 
their creati ve skills through performance 
and the arts are more confi dent and develop 

their communicati on and social interacti on skills, 
which are key to achieving independence. This in turn, 
improves their lives and enables them to move on to 
supported living and work. 

If you come to Orpheus, you can expect to take 
part in a wide range of acti viti es that will help you 
develop your skills. Acti viti es take place in the Orpheus 
setti  ng,in the community and the workplace.  

We offer placements that help you to realise your 
ambitions, respond to challenges and motivate you 
to achieve and celebrate your success.

You will explore new subjects which strengthen and 
build upon your existing skills. You will have the 
opportunity to perform in front of audiences of 50 
or more on regular occasions.  We will work with 
you to progress your personal interests in the arts 
into potential opportunities for work.

A college where students’ communication and social 
interaction skills are developed to prepare them for adulthood



Joining 
Orpheus 
College 

gives you 
opportunities 
to prepare 
for adulthood 
by learning 
independence, 
communication 
and social skills. Orpheus College focuses on 
promoting independence and employability 
and 90% of our leavers achieved their target 
of living in supported housing this year and 
enriching their local communities. 

Our expert teachers, professional artists, 
support and care staff will enable you to 
achieve this using the arts and incorporating a 
comprehensive work experience programme. 
We have dedicated staff and facilities for 
young adults with communication and social 
interaction disabilities. 

We are recognized by Ofsted as ‘Good’ and 
in 2018/19 we were proud to be one of only 
thirteen colleges commended for the UK 
Association of Colleges’ Beacon Award for our 
support for students.

Founded by musician and composer Sir 
Richard Stilgoe, we celebrated our 21st 
anniversary in 2019. 

Since opening, Orpheus has transformed 
the lives of hundreds of young people 
and their families. Orpheus students have 
performed on national television including 
the One Show and the Greatest Dancer. 
They have sung their hearts out at the 
House of Lords, the Royal Albert Hall, St 
James’s Palace, the 02 Arena and venues 
across the UK. They have worked with 
schools, prisons, community groups and 
businesses to break down barriers and 
challenge stereotypes.

Each student has a personalised study 
programme which is full time. The curriculum 
is varied and will prepare you for adulthood. 
It gives you the opportunity to improve 
your English, Maths and IT skills, to acquire 
skills you will need for future education 
and employment and to become more 
independent. You will be encouraged to 
achieve nationally recognised qualifications 
across a range of subjects and throughout 
you will explore and learn about the arts.

You can also choose to live in supported 
housing on site in your own fully accessible 
flat, aided by our Domiciliary Care and 
Support Team. 

I am positively influenced by the students 
at Orpheus every day and I am a better 
person for spending time with them. Local 
communities across more than 17 local 
authorities in England are enriched by the 
attributes and skills these young people offer.

If you are aged 18-25 and have a learning 
and/or physical disability then Orpheus 
could be the place for you. Why not get in 
touch? Just call 01883 744664 or email us at 
studentrecruitment@orpheus.org.uk.

Dr Rachel Black  Chief Executive Officer

Welcome Our Story



We are a day college: Monday – 
Friday 9.30am – 4.30pm, 38 weeks 
of the year, over three terms.

Day StudentsCollege Life

Our personalised study 
programmes will provide you 
with the vital skills needed to 

prepare for adulthood eff ecti vely and 
to contribute to your local community. 
Our focus is on improving your 
communicati on and social interacti on 
skills to enable you to have the 
opportunity to work in performance 
as well as associated employment 
opportuniti es. We off er a range of 
qualifi cati ons, working with awarding 
bodies such as Gateway, Trinity College, 
and the London College of Music. We 
off er bespoke programmes to meet 
your individual needs. We will provide 
up to a three year programme that 
aims to prepare you for adulthood. We 
will support you in your social acti viti es, 
friendships, work and health needs. 
We will conti nue to support you for 
a minimum of six months aft er you 

move out of Orpheus and ensure your 
transiti on is a positi ve experience. 

“You are allowed to be disabled 
here and allowed to be yourself 
and express yourself.” 
Joss (Orpheus student)



Orpheus study programmes 
are personalised to meet 
your individual aspirati ons 

and learning aims.  We create the 
programme around core subjects such as 
English, Maths and independence skills, 
and then blend them with a combinati on 
of subjects focused on the arts always 
with your interests at the heart.  We 
combine this with work related 
opportuniti es in college and off  site and 
develop and support your wellbeing, 
personal development, behaviour, 

Study Programmes at Orpheus
welfare and resilience in preparati on for 
moving into adulthood. 

Students will study a range of 
qualifications or internally assessed 
subject areas according to your 
initial assessments and aspirations.  
We celebrate our students' success 
throughout the year as part of the 
group Challenge Cup and individual 
recognition of achievements 
culminating in our awards evening in 
September.

Our students study subjects they are 
really interested in. You have the 
opportunity to choose these in the 
first weeks of your programme and we 
build a personalised study programme 
around you.



“ The support provided by the 
team at The Orpheus Centre was 
integral in ensuring a successful 
transition for M. Involved and 
engaged, they clearly knew the 
person exceptionally well and 
put aside considerable time 
to provide information and 
guidance to Leonard Cheshire….
their ongoing support is an 
exceptional feature we have not 
experienced before with other 
providers. I am con�ident to 
say they are going above and 
beyond.” 
– Robert Hambrook, Leonard 
Cheshire

Transition into Independence

Transition at Orpheus is very 
special, beginning when you 
attend assessment and continuing 

throughout the time you are with us 
and beyond. We take ti me to discuss 
with you and your family what your 
aspirati ons are for the future and what 
outcomes you want for yourself. We will 
do everything we can to support you to 
achieve them.

Our Preparing for Adulthood 
programme in your final year at 
Orpheus is set mainly in the workplace 
and covers a range of subjects which 
will enable you to develop skills which 
will give you confidence to interact and 
communicate with others.

You will visit alumni students in their 
homes to discuss how they have 
moved on and get tips on what worked 
for them.

In this final year you will have the 
opportunity to be involved in a 

supported internship. We will support 
you to identify where you want to live 
and secure your new housing with the 
help of our housing officer and your 
Local Authority Transitions team. You 
will regularly go out of college to learn 
about your new community. We will 
help you to identify the local services 
you will use including doctors, dentists, 
amenities like libraries, shops, social 
centres and clubs. Most importantly, 
we will support you to find paid or 
voluntary work.

After your transition we will continue 
to support and visit you for the next 
six months or more if necessary. We 
will work with your local authority, 
making sure you are supported every 
step of the way in your new life after 
Orpheus.



Preparing for Work/Supported Internships

We off er work experience for 
every student and supported 
internships in your fi nal 

year. Our curriculum is designed to 
promote the skills needed for work. A 
central element of this is a strong work 
ethic, refl ected through dress codes, 
behaviour, communicati on and social 
interacti on.

We deliver our work skills in dedicated 
sessions and through personal 
development in tutorials. Students 
regularly review their progress and 
identify what they need to do to 
improve their work. In addition, 
students review each other’s work. The 
skill of constructive peer review is an 
integral part of the curriculum as well 
as learning how to accept constructive 
criticism and how to self-reflect. 

You will take part in work experience 
in our local community and in London. 
You will also participate in internal 

work placements to build the skills 
you will need in the workplace. On 
‘Work Skills Wednesdays’, you will 
be trained to provide professional 
services to external clients such 
as music technology support in 
our recording studio. Other work-
focussed options include singing 
for performance, composing and 
recording music, devising drama or 

dance performances, film-making and 
product design. Our students are able 
to offer performances and workshops 
to external paying customers, schools 
and charities.



Communication and Social Interaction (COIN)

COIN is a broad category of 
need which includes speech, 
language and communication 

needs (SLCN) and Autism.  Due to the 
anxiety arising from their sensory, 
social and communication difficulties, 
students are often unable to manage 
the mainstream college environment, 
even with the additional support 
available. Students who need more 
support have their own base room and 
specialist tutors to provide consistency 

but still integrate with the college 
community to increase resilience and 
improve interaction. A sensory cabin 
and “friendly benches” are planned for 
2020/21.
Orpheus provides a safe place for you 
to develop your independence skills 

and coping strategies and enables you 
to transition into your communities 
successfully. We work with specialist 
schools so that transition from school 
and college into Orpheus is smooth 
and transferable strategies can be 
reinforced. 



The Arts at Orpheus

At Orpheus all our students have a 
special interest in the arts. Through 
studying a range of subjects for 

example drama, dance, song writi ng, 
music technology, fi lm making, creati ve 
writi ng, art and design, enterprise skills, 
product design and performance singing, 
you will develop confi dence, acquire the 
freedom to express yourself and will be 
able to interact eff ecti vely with others. 
These skills will help you to succeed 
in independent living. Additi onally, 
you will develop your self-esteem and 
asserti veness so that you know what you 
want, can make your views known and 
have the resilience to cope when things 
go wrong. 

You will be given the opportunity to 
devise and develop themes leading to a 
performance or event during intensive 
weeks and Company Day.

Topics have included identi ty and 
independence, punk and politi cs, legacy, 
enterprise skills and your resilience. 

Students are also able to go on outreach 
weeks to a range of external organisati ons 
where they support others to write songs 
or create art installati ons. This culminates 
in a showcase to an external audience.



Our Qualifi cations and Study Programmes

At Orpheus we off er a number of
 qualifi cati ons. This enables us 
    to create bespoke study 

programmes for students working across 
a range of levels.

Qualifi cati ons Level

 1.  Arts award (Trinity College) Bronze Silver Gold

 2.  Skills in Music and Music Technology
(Gateway Qualifi cati ons) Level 1

 3.  Award in Video Editi ng and Producti on for
Creati ve Media Industries (Gateway Qualifi cati ons) Level 1

 4.  Vocati onal Studies (Gateway Qualifi cati ons) certi fi cate, 
extended certi fi cate and diploma

Entry 3 Level 1

 5.  Skills for performing arts certi fi cate (Gateway Qualifi cati ons) Entry 3 Level 1 Level 2

 6.  Art and Design award, certi fi cate and diploma Entry 3 Level 1

  7.  Hospitality and Catering (Gateway Qualifi cati ons) Entry 3 Level 1

  8.  Life and Living Skills – Introductory Award, Award, 
Extended Award, Certi fi cate, Extended Certi fi cate, 
Diploma

Entry 1 Entry 2 Entry 3

  9.  Enterprise award and certi fi cate (Gateway Qualifi cati ons) Entry 1 Entry 2 Entry 3

10.  Skills for Independent Living (Gateway Qualifi cati ons) Entry 1 Entry 2 Entry 3

11.  Music Theatre performance (London College of Music 
Grades 1–8) 1/2 3/4 5/6 7/8

12.  RARPA (recognising and recording or progress and 
achievement) programmes where appropriate to meet 
students’ needs

Entry 1 Entry 2 Entry 3 Level 1 Level 2



Awa came to the Orpheus 
Centre in September 2016. She 
immediately caught the eye of 

the tutors, having been described as 
“vibrant and exuberant” and “brimming 
with confidence”. Often acting as an 
advocate for disability and an ambassador 
for Orpheus she faces the physical and 
emotional challenges Cerebral Palsy can 
bring and supports others to understand 
nothing is impossible if you have the right 
support, a positive attitude and work 
hard.

December 2016 saw her being picked 
for the leading role of the college 
production of Oliver!. She undertook an 
apprenticeship at the BBC and worked 
with a mentor to discover how a news 
story package was edited and how it 
flows through to the radio, online and 
social media teams. All this ran alongside 
accredited courses and the achievements 
of both Bronze and Silver Arts Awards.

In the college production of Midsummer 

Life After 
Orpheus

Night’s Murder, she played the part of 
Hermia and made her debut at acting 
Shakespeare. In her second year at 
Orpheus she applied successfully to the 
Graeae Ensemble - an artist development 
programme for young disabled people, 
leading to a part time internship. She 
travelled to North London to attend, 
eventually independently and having 
completed the internship was asked to 
take part in a professional read through in 
the Dorfman suite at the National Theatre 
followed by more paid work at the Rose 
Bruford theatre.

She prepared a presentation and 
showcased it to a prospective donor 
and was overwhelmed to be awarded a 
bursary to go out to Gambia to visit her 
family there. 

On her return she facilitated a yearlong 
story telling workshop at Croydon Music 
and Arts at Oasis Academy while doing 
a further part time internship with 
Active Prospects covering advertising, 
researching and general office 
administration. In her last term at the 
Orpheus Centre she was chosen to feature 
in a documentary film about the Orpheus 
Centre and subsequently acted in another 

short film by Meehow Productions, I AM. 

Since transitioning into her supported 
housing flat in East London, she keeps 
a busy schedule with drama and script 
writing at Act Up and Talawa Theatre 
companies. She is also taking part in an 
amateur production of The Marxist in 
Heaven with Hackney Shed drama group. 

Awa also works at the Lyric Theatre, 
Hammersmith for Turtle Key Arts and 
continues to do ad hoc paid work for the 
Graeae Theatre Company. She transports 
herself independently around the 
underground and bus routes in London. 
She is in the process of becoming a 
Trustee for the Orpheus Centre and takes 
a major role in her local Church Youth 
Group.



Students will be encouraged 
to sign up for activities at 
lunchtimes and in the evenings 

that are exciting and creative as well as 
an opportunity to make new friends.  
There are many social events, visits 
and clubs to join and we are always 
looking for our students to suggest 
new activities to try.

Enrichment & 
Activities

Additional learning support is 
provided to enable all of our 
students to achieve success.  

This does not mean that our support 
staff and volunteers will do the 
work for you. The support is there 

Additional Learning Support
to empower you to make your own 
decisions, to become more self-
sufficient and to take control of your 
learning. We know that as an adult 
you will need to be able to make 
decisions and direct others to help 
them and we positively promote that 
to happen.  We can provide support 
in class and during breaks, we can 
provide therapy support such as 
speech and language, music therapy, 
counselling, occupational therapy and 
physiotherapy according to need but 
always with the thought in mind that 
support should reduce as you become 
more able to manage yourself.

Every student has a personal tutor 
assigned to them so that they have 
someone to go to if they have a 
problem.  They will meet regularly 
with their tutor to check on progress 
and set targets.  We liaise closely with 
home and communication is key to 
success.



We are proud of the excellent 
faciliti es at Orpheus, which 
enable our students to 

practi se and produce work of the highest 
standard. The fully equipped Barn 
Theatre seats 75 people and is used for 
public performances as well as teaching. 
A multi media suite is available for 
podcasti ng and fi lm making. In additi on 
to a recording studio and well equipped 
art room, there are two computer suites 

used for teaching and independent 
learning. Computers are available for 
students to use in their free ti me and 
you can also access books and resources 
in our Informati on, Advice and Guidance 
library. 

An important part of your life is being 
able to cook or direct someone else to 
cook your food exactly as you would 
like it. Our life skills kitchen has been 

Facilities and Resources

“Before coming here I hadn’t had 
the chance to do what I want to do.”
–Tyler, Orpheus student

adapted so that you can learn these 
skills in a supporti ve and accessible 
environment. Most students also use our 
café to buy lunch and socialise with their 
friends, staff  and volunteers. 



Supported housing at Orpheus
“ Every time I come to Orpheus, 
I am �illed with awe at the 
“spirit” of Orpheus. The 
ability of Orpheus to deal 
with the vast and complex 
range of needs that your 
young people have. You do 
this in such a way, as to make 
it appear uncomplicated 
and unexceptional. Which of 
course any parent of a child 
at Orpheus knows is very far 
from the truth. The positivity 
that Orpheus inspires within 
its community is fundamental, 
you let these young people see 
and believe that they do have a 
voice and a role to play in their 
life and future..” 
– Lesley Herman, parent

We are not a residenti al college 
and we do not provide 
communal meals or services 

for you. What we do off er is the 
opportunity for you to take control of 
your life and to take responsibility for 
your own accommodati on and living 
arrangements. 

If you are interested in supporting 
housing at Orpheus please request our 
brochure.



You can access our domiciliary 
care service, which can provide 
you with a support package to 

meet you needs. 

Our team can support you with all 
aspects of daily life such as personal 
care, menu planning, laundry and 
shopping. We will find out what is 
important to you in your life and help 
you to achieve your aspirations. 

If you are interested in domiciliary 
care at Orpheus please request our 
brochure.

Student Care and Support 

“ All it takes is a little care, 
attention and friendliness 
to transform lives.”
– P�izer employee, 
corporate volunteer



Orpheus is staff ed by a highly 
skilled, experienced and 
dedicated team of over 100 

individuals. All our staff , regardless 
of their role, are experienced in the 
support, development and protecti on 
of young disabled adults and share a 
commitment to enabling our students 
to achieve their personal goals and 
aspirati ons. 

The staff team is supported by a high 
quality team of volunteers who take 
on a variety of roles throughout the 
centre. Trained volunteers are present 
in every learning session, supporting 
students on a one-to-one basis where 
needed. In fact, our volunteers have 
been awarded the Queen’s Award for 
Voluntary Service - the highest award 
given to volunteer groups across the 
UK.
All staff and volunteers undertake 
safeguarding and learning support 
training as appropriate. We are 
regulated by the Fundraising Regulator 
Charity Commission, Ofsted and the 
Care Quality Commission.

Staff and Volunteers 



With her brightly 
coloured customised 
outfits, Frankie is 
a highly creative, 
confident young 
woman with a 
passion for art and 
fashion and heavy 
metal music.

At the age of 20, Frankie had her 
nervous system damaged by a serious 
illness (acute axonal Guillain- Barre 
syndrome) leaving her unable to move 
her arms and legs in fact she lost 
control of muscles below her neck 
and even her voice was hoarse.  After 
neuro rehabilitation her recovery 
progressed and she was able to join 
us at  the Orpheus Centre in her 
own supported housing flat, with 
leg supports and with the use of a 
wheelchair to get around. Frankie 
worked hard at her rehabilitation and 
said “I am all the stronger for what I 
have been through and Orpheus has 
played a big part in that too.”

Life After Orpheus
Now, with the support of the Orpheus 
Centre’s highly skilled tutors, she has 
found an outlet for her creativity, 
participating in the Orpheus Centre’s 
fist art exhibition and securing several 
commissions for her stunning masks. 
Orpheus secured work experience at 
the Surrey Wardrobe for her, where 
she assisted with making props 
for them and sorting and pressing 
costumes. Frankie joined the Art and 
Design team for the Orpheus theatre 
productions and has solely designed 
the costumes for the last three major 
productions, assisting in sourcing 
costumes at an assortment of costume 
stores.
Frankie can walk now with leg 
supports, using her wheelchair when 
tired and improvements are ongoing. 
Last year as an early riser Frankie 
assisted every morning in staffing 
the Orpheus reception. Orpheus was 
then able to secure work experience 
for her at a local primary school 
covering reception and occasional 

classroom work with the year ones, 
which she excelled at, to the extent 
that a supported internship of three 
days a week was offered to her for 
the academic year 2019-20. Frankie 
has had the experience in both areas 
now and prefers the classroom.  She 
has done a short course and been 
invited back to extend her internship 
until December with scope for further 
opportunity to get a job with them in 
2021 as a classroom assistant. Frankie 
has already moved on from us into 
her own flat in Reigate and has made 
it home. She is now looking to further 
her education with a diploma level 2 
for classroom assistants.
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The Orpheus Centre is a registered charity no: 1105213

If you’re aged 18 to 25 with a learning 
and/or physical disability and are 
interested in coming to Orpheus as a 

student, these are your next steps:

1.  Contact our student recruitment 
officer by calling 01883 744664
or email studentrecruitment@
orpheus.org.uk 

2.  We will send you more information 
about the Orpheus Centre. 

3.  Book yourself onto an information 
morning to come and visit Orpheus. 

CONTACT US:

Student Recruitment Officer
The Orpheus Centre
North Park Lane
Godstone, Surrey
RH9 8ND
01883 744664

www.orpheus.org.uk

studentrecruitment@orpheus.org.uk

Admissions




