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Handbook and Pathway Intent  

This handbook sets out Portesbery School's shared approach to curriculum design, teaching and learning across our curriculum pathways. It 
provides a consistent framework that enables the school to meet the diverse needs of our students whilst maintaining high expectations, 
promoting individual progress and preparing students for adulthood. 
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The Pathways  

   
 

Designed for learners with 
severe or complex learning 

difficulties, including sensory, 
medical and/or physical needs. 

This pathway uses highly 
personalised, sensory-rich 

learning experiences to build 
engagement, awareness and 

communication intent. Learners 
are supported to develop 

autonomy, express preferences, 
and experience meaningful 

participation in daily routines 
and curriculum exploration. 

Learning is driven by individual 
communication systems, sensory 
response, and opportunities for 

choice and interaction. 

Designed for learners who 
require a calmer pace of learning 
due to physical, sensory, medical 

or learning needs. 
This pathway provides 

consistent, structured, and highly 
supported learning experiences 
that prioritise accessibility and 
participation. Learners develop 

communication, interaction, and 
independence through 

repetition, sensory approaches, 
and carefully adapted activities. 

Focus is placed on wellbeing, 
engagement, and small-step 

progression across all areas of 
learning. 

 

Designed for learners who 
experience barriers linked to 
communication, emotional 

regulation, and/or social 
understanding. 

This pathway prioritises 
structured routines, consistent 

boundaries, and highly 
motivating learning experiences 

to support regulation and 
engagement. Learners are 

supported to develop 
communication, co-regulation, 

attention, and positive 
participation in learning and 
social contexts. Emphasis is 

placed on building readiness to 
learn and reducing barriers to 
interaction and participation. 

Designed for learners accessing 
more formal and semi-formal 

learning with increasing 
independence. 

This pathway combines 
academic, vocational and real-

world learning to build 
independence, confidence and 

life skills. Learners are supported 
to develop functional skills, apply 

learning in different contexts, 
and make informed choices. 

There is a strong focus on 
preparation for adulthood, 

including social participation, 
employability and independence. 
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An Introduction to Curriculum Pathways  
Curriculum Pathways provide a framework for planning and delivering teaching that meets the needs of our different learner groups, whilst 
allowing for individual adaptation within each class. 

Teaching, learning and assessment are designed with each student's long-term outcomes and preparation for adulthood in mind. Students are 
allocated to a primary pathway, which informs most curriculum planning.  

Teachers retain the flexibility to adapt learning within pathways and provide integrated opportunities across pathways to meet individual 
needs. 

Example: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group A Class Pathway In class adaptation Integrated 
Opportunities  

Student ‘X’ Engage  
  

 Discover – Numeracy  

Student ‘Y’ Connect 
 

Explore – Phonics  
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Our Curriculum  

Our rich and diverse curriculum offers a wealth of engaging opportunities for students to explore a wide range of subjects, topics, and themes- 
ensuring a broad, stimulating, and meaningful educational experience. 

Teachers should adapt learning to meet the needs of their class whilst ensuring activities are purposeful and promote both curriculum and 
personal development outcomes. 

Across all pathways our emphasis in on individual progress and personal development rather than the final product. 

 
The following subjects are regarded as our core subjects:  
 
Balanced Literacy (Reading and Writing) 
Phonics (Primary/Secondary) 
Numeracy  
So Safe/RSE 
PSHE (Primary/Secondary)   
Practical Life Skills  
ICT 
 
The following subjects are some of the additional subjects delivered:  
Art  
Music  
Horticulture  
PE  
Regulation activities  
Independent work skills  
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Timetables Template Examples  

Explore Pathway  
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Connect Pathway  
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Engage Pathway  
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Discover Pathway  

 
 

 

 

 

 


