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The Aiming High Team is very pleased to announce that funding for 
short breaks for disabled children and their families will continue from 
April 2011. All current providers of services who have been 
successful in meeting the needs of disabled children and young 
people will receive funding for another year. A list of these services 
will be available on our web page (see back cover for our web page 
address). The Aiming High Team is listening to feedback from 
children, young people and families to help shape services offered in 
the future.  
 

Inside this issue: 

 Recent short break activities 
 Family Fun Days report and photos 
 Participation work feedback 
 And much more …  

The Aiming High Team at High Ashurst: L-R (at top)  
Sandy Thomas, Carole Jones, Sue Taylor, Lisa Fogerty-Scott, 
Julie Pointer,  Gareth Lewington. L-R (bottom) Dave Wimblett, 

Joanna Woodward and Angie Edwards.  



 

  

Surrey Special Ski Journey 2011  

 
The Surrey Special Schools Ski Group, with help from Aiming High for Disabled Children Surrey, 
took a total party of 150 (comprising 100 students and 50 

staff from 12 Surrey special schools) to Prato Nevoso, Italy 
between 22nd and 30th January 2011. The ski journey was a 
great success with tremendous benefits to all of the students 

involved.  
 
“She had the time of her life”   

 
Feedback from schools and parents has been very positive 
with both reporting how much the students both enjoyed the 

experience and how much benefit they gained form the week. 
 
“The journeys are a wonderful experience for (him) and his confidence and self esteem 

grows with each one.” 

Recent Events & Parent Participation News  

Aiming High Survey 2010-11 

Many thanks to all those that took time to take the survey and let us know what you think of 
Aiming High funded services. The full report will soon be available online but in the meantime 

here are some of the key findings: 

 
Aiming High has achieved... 
 

 An increased range of short break services. 
 Easier access and more places available at activities including    
      Disability Challengers, Reigate  & Redhill YMCA and after school  

      clubs. 
 Raised awareness about short break services in Surrey. 
 

Still needs to work on... 
 
 Reaching more families with information on all short break  

      services available to them. 
 Supporting inclusive services. 
 Continuing to expand a range of services for disabled children  

      and young people across the County. 
       

 

Parent Participation in Surrey 
In the last few months parents have been invited to get involved in initial discussions around 
setting up a forum for parents of disabled children. Following a number of meetings led by Gail 

Hanrahan from Together for Disabled Children, the newly formed committee for Family Voice 
Surrey met for the first time in March. In the parents’ own words; "Family Voice Surrey is the 
local forum for parents and carers of children with SEN and disabilities in Surrey, and is part of the 

National Network of Parent Carer Forums."   
Stay tuned in the coming months for news of the forum's official launch and information on how 
you can join ... 

 



 

  

After a frosty start to the new year, it has been ‘all 

systems go’ down at The Sovereign Centre, the walls 
are up and the roof is on. The toilet block is almost 
complete, external windows and doors are in place 

and the building is really beginning to take shape. 
Emily Laven and John Brunswick have met with 
Gareth Lewington who will shortly begin consultation 

work with the children and young people who will be 
using the building to ensure they are involved in the 
choosing of soft play, sensory and outside play 

equipment. 
The development of the Sovereign Youth Centre has been Reigate and 
Redhill YMCA’s most adventurous project to date and we still have some 

way to go to raise all the money required to transform the building into the 
Disability Hub that we know it can be. You can support this amazing 
project by joining us on one of our many Challenge events such as 

Skydiving, Cycling the 175 miles from YMCA to Paris or Trekking across 
the 35 miles Ten Tors (Dartmoor). If you would like to support our 
challenges or better still take on a challenge yourself take a look on the 

Reigate and Redhill YMCA web site www.ymcaredhill.com or call Kim 
Roderick on 01737 779979. 

Brand New Centres Supported by Aiming High Funding 

Dave (Aiming High) 

and Emily (YMCA) 
on site. 

Proposed design for the building 

First youth groups use ‘Pinnacle’ at High Ashurst 
 

Surrey Outdoor Learning and Development has welcomed its first visitor groups to its 

newly completed ‘Pinnacle’ residential cabin at its centre at High Ashurst in Dorking, 

Surrey.  Especially designed for high need young people, the residential log cabin 

offers flexible, yet very accessible and functional facilities. 

Higher needs groups staying in ‘Pinnacle’ at High Ashurst can take part in specially 

adapted activities during their visit in the spectacular grounds of this 56 acre wood 

and heathland area. The highly inclusive core activities include: 

  orienteering (off road wheelchairs available) 

  brand new 13m high climbing/abseiling wall 

  woodland activities 

 archery 

The staff at High Ashurst have undertaken training in 

identifying learning needs and the use of new needs assessment tools to ensure the 

quality of provision has been enhanced greatly for their visitors staying at Pinnacle 

and taking part in activities. 

Surrey Outdoor Learning and Development is very proud of its recent achievement of 

gaining the Gold Award from AHOEC (Association of Heads of Outdoor Education 

Centres). The Pinnacle cabin and activities further strengthens this achievement by 

ensuring these first class facilities are now accessible by all. 

For further information or for group bookings please email 

outdoor.learning@surreycc.gov.uk or telephone 01372 378901  

mailto:outdoor.learning@surreycc.gov.uk


 

  

The forum has been very busy with the following projects: 
 

√ Road Testing High Ashurst’s New inclusive cabin and activities. 
√ Giving feedback on a Transition booklet. 
√ Assisting the YMCA Sovereign Centre, looking at equipment for the 

sensory room, soft play room and outdoor play area. 
√ Evaluating some pilot youth projects for young people. 
√ Discussing local services. 
√ Produced a film on Aiming High, their fun days and why participation 

is important. 
 

Lots more planned for this year so 
Get INVOLVED NOW 

‘One Voice Surrey’ members on their recent 
residential trip to High Ashurst. 



 

  

McDonalds Priority    
Seating Sign 

The forum has written to 
McDonalds HQ regarding their 
restaurant in Redhill. Forum 
members have noticed that 
sometimes seats in the upper    
restaurant are not occupied 
when the lower restaurant is 
full. Currently there is no priority 
for the Disabled, Pregnant or 
Elderly. The forum has 
suggested to McDonalds in 
having a priority seating sign 
making members of the public 
aware. 

Young Assessors Scheme 
The young assessors scheme is a 

stamp of approval for young people’s 
services. It is awarded by young people 

who have been trained as young               
assessors. They assess services,             

organisations and projects against set 
conditions.  

  
 Achieving this award shows a                    

commitment to providing a good quality 
service, which successfully meets the 

needs of all young people. 
 

In the process of setting up. 

Disability Participation worker: 

Gareth Lewington 
Gareth.lewington@barnardos.org.uk 

01372 844 773 

07960 319 657 
Childrens Service  

Development Manager 

Paul Taylor 
Paul.taylor@barnardos.org.uk 

07960 323749 



 

  
Surrey Early Support Service 

My name is Sue White, and I am the Early Support Coordinator for the South East. I have been in post 
since July 2010. 

This role is very different to anything I have previously done, and I have been surprised by the 
complexities of the challenges facing the families I work with, and the strength that these families 

have shown when dealing with these issues.   
When I first visit a family I go with a completely open mind, as every one is different. I listen to the 

family, and try to take a holistic approach to their situation. I may identify services that they may not 

know about, although I have found that parents of families with a disabled child with or a child with an 
additional need, are the BEST detectives, and generally I learn things from them! I then show them 

the resources we have, which can support a family with their child's condition, or enable them to 
record their story so that they do not have to keep repeating it. I also discuss the possibility of 

holding a Team Around the Child meeting. This is where we invite everybody involved with the child to 

attend a meeting ; the agenda is set by the parents, and I chair and minute it. We then create a Family 
Service Plan which contains action points that everyone agrees to work towards.  

Some of the challenges facing my families have been housing, respite care, equipment, sleeping, finding 
school or nursery provision, finding social groups, DLA forms, support  when attending meetings. I will 

complete a Common Assessment Framework for the child, or siblings, if necessary.  I can't wave a 
magic wand, but I always do what I can to help, even if it is relieving the family of making the numerous 

phone calls they sometimes have to make! 

The role is challenging and rewarding. Sometimes a small piece of support can make a HUGE difference 
to a family. Every day is different, and so is every family. 

I have met  some amazing people whilst undertaking this role, particularly the parents, and have felt 
humbled by what they do. I have met numerous professionals who go over and above to support a child 

and family. I feel I have made some progress in moving multi-professional working forward, and I love 

the job I do. 
 

Sue White 

Views from 2  Parents  on Surrey Early Support  

‘Their support has helped me tremendously and will be a massive benefit to 
my son's  
future, his happiness and his progression.’ 
‘I felt I had someone on my side who was a voice when I needed one.’ 

 
The Surrey Early Support Service (SESS)  supports families with a disabled child aged 0-5.  
For further details contact:  
Surrey Early Support Service  
Ground Floor, Fairmount House,  
Bull Hill, Leatherhead, Surrey KT22 7AH 
Tel: 01372 833423 

Mad March Weekends!  
The following organisations enjoyed a day out at Thorpe Park or Chessington World of  
Adventures recently-The Children’s Trust, Reigate and Redhill YMCA VBuddies and Yippee Club,  
InterAKtive, Badhsot Lea Football Club, White Lodge, One Voice, Cherry Trees and Disability  
Challengers. This was organised and paid for under Aiming High for Disabled Children.  
The days were enjoyed by all with very positive feedback. The experience also showed that there is room for 
much needed improvement to make the theme parks more disability friendly which we have fed back to  
Merlin.  
For your chance to win a free Merlin pass for your child/young person, please see the attached flyer.  



 

  

 

 

Spring Family Fun Days 
Two days of non-stop fun and action 

We all had a wonderful time and it 
was great to go somewhere where 

the children could be themselves 
completely! 

A big thank you to Pond Meadow School and 

Woodfields School for the use of their schools and 
all the volunteers who helped.  
 

Sarah has recently given up two or three days of her time over the last few months 
to support the Aiming High for Disabled Children - Family Fun Days. When asked 
why volunteering was important to those she worked with and how she felt about it, 

she said: 
 
‘It shows that people care and want to help. 

It also gave me and them confidence in talking to others. 
I got very tired working with disabled children you have to put everything into it. 
You get a buzz out of doing something for other young people and seeing their 

faces light up. 
Volunteering for disabled young people makes you want to put more into it and you 
get satisfaction out of it.’ 

 
Details of the next Family Fun Day will be in the next newsletter.  

Absolutely brilliant. 
Wonderful people, safe, 

fun activities and everyone 
involved.  

More of the same please! 

This was a very enjoyable 
and well organised family 

day out.  

The two Family Fun Days were a great 

success with more than 100 families 
enjoying the wide range of activities on 
offer. Both days were based on a Chinese 

New Year theme. 

 



 

  

Email:  ahdc@surreycc.gov.uk      
 

Phone:  01372 833073 
 

Website:  http://www.pwpsurrey.org/ahdc/  

Address: AHDC Surrey 

         Fairmount House  
      Bull Hill 
      Leatherhead 

      KT22 7AH 

Hello, My name is Julie Pointer and I would like to introduce myself as 

Surrey’s new Transition Development Manager. 

I’m not quite in post yet but when I am my job will be to work with everyone 
involved in supporting disabled young people into their adult life in a way that 
opens up opportunities and enables them to be as independent as possible. 

I have just finished working with the National Transition Support Team on a 3-
year programme to improve transition across the country and before that I 
managed a Transition Team in a Local Authority for a number of years. 

I have spent a lot of time listening to young people and their families and what they tell me is that 
they want the right support to be able to do similar things to other young people, somewhere nice 
to live, continue their education, enjoy leisure and sport and ultimately have a job. 

I don’t think this is too much to ask for and I really want to work with people in Surrey to make this 
happen here too. 
In my spare time I enjoy most sport, but especially netball and spending time with my partner and 

son who is 14. 
You can contact me at: 
julie.pointer@surreycc.gov.uk 

Telephone Number: 01372832228 
Mobile:07855232318 

Hello,I joined the CWD team in December 2010, having worked for Surrey for 

two years as a Residential Support and Development officer.  My new role is 

both exciting and busy and it is a pleasure to work with a group of committed 
and talented staff and meet young people and their families.  I volunteered at 
the recent Aiming High fun day and really wanted to participate in most of the 

fabulous activities.  Unfortunately I was directing vehicles around the car park !!   
Most of my working life has been working as a senior manager and Director of Care at the 
National Centre for Young People with Epilepsy, followed by a position as Head of Autism 

services for a large care provider in the Midlands.   
My new post as Resources Manager includes responsibility for the three overnight short break 
services and the domiciliary services in Surrey.   

I live in south east Surrey with my wife, Helen, and two grown up daughters In my spare time I like 
the great outdoors and get involved in a number of local community projects. 
Alex Niven, CWD Resource Manager 

Telephone  01483 518703 
Mobile 07968 545530 
Alex.niven@surreycc.gov.uk  

Hello & Goodbye 

Contact us at AHDC Surrey 
 

  
 

Goodbye 
We say goodbye and good luck to Fiona Thompson, South West, Surrey Early Sup-

port Coordinator. Fiona has been on Secondment to Early Support (Team Around the 
Child) for the past  2 years, and has been a brilliant advocate for the service. She has 
an incredible range of knowledge, and will be sorely missed by her colleagues and 

the families she has been working with. We wish her well in her returning role as Pae-
diatric Nurse at  The Ridgeway School. 

mailto:ahdc@surreycc.gov.uk
http://www.pwpsurrey.org/ahdc/

