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Surrey Short Breaks Team Update!

S
Welcome to the Summer 2012 edition of the 

Surrey Short Breaks Newsletter! 

With the new financial year in full flow the 

team has been working hard reviewing the 

past year, evaluating services across Surrey 

and making many plans for the year ahead.  

You may have also seen us out and about at 

short break schemes and events, consulting 

with children, families and professionals and   

working together with short break providers 

to improve services in Surrey.

Our newsletter is sent to all families on the Surrey County Council 

Children‟s Disability Register and all those on the Surrey Short 

Breaks e-mail circulation list. It is also circulated to the short break 

services that we work with and all special schools in Surrey. 

Surrey Children’s Disability Register

If you would like to add your child to the Children‟s Disability Register and receive our 

regular newsletter, you can contact the Disability Register Administrator on the number 

below, or download an application form by visiting www.surreycc.gov.uk and 

searching „Children‟s Disability Register.‟

Surrey Short Breaks Email Circulation

You can also receive regular short break information including this newsletter by joining 

the Surrey Short Breaks for Disabled Children mailing list. 

To join, please email the Short Breaks Team by:

Email: shortbreaks@surreycc.gov.uk or by calling  01372 833638/833073.

If your child is already registered but any of your contact details have changed, please 

contact the Disability Register Administrator by email at: SCDR@surreycc.gov.uk or by 

phone on: 020 8541 8792. 

The Surrey Short Breaks Team would 

like to say a massive thank you to all of 

those who kindly completed the Surrey 

Short Break Questionnaire earlier this 

year. We had a huge amount of positive 

feedback along with some great 

suggestions for developments. 

Your responses are important to us and 

help us to evaluate the services we fund. 

They enable us to make improvements 

and developments to services to meet 

the needs of families in Surrey.

Are we 

up to 

date?

A very big 

thank you!



Family Activities and Breaks
Family Activities & Breaks (FAB) 

www.asksid.org.uk/fab helps families with disabled 

children or young people to find out about a wide range of 

leisure activities and short breaks across Surrey.

Designed by Fetcham based charity „Social Information 

on Disability‟ („SID‟) with funding from Surrey County Council, 

the website was much needed by parents who had great difficulty 

finding out about short breaks for disabled children and young people. 

Up until that point there was no central source of information.  

The website has up-to-date information on specialist leisure activities, sports, social clubs, 

play schemes, childcare and short breaks for disabled children and young people in Surrey. 

There are factsheets on entitlement to breaks, funding and specialist equipment, links to key 

children‟s organisations in Surrey and FAQs on taking short breaks, a news & story page 

and a new downloadable leaflet from SILC - Surrey Independent Living Council on direct 

payments for children.

Prior to the launch parents were surveyed to find out what kind of information they wanted 

about activities and breaks.  Top of their list of things to find out were - what experience staff 

have of special needs, if siblings can attend, if transport is provided, how accessible the 

venue is and the cost.  Following this feedback search facilities were included on the FAB 

website to help parents and carers to select activities for their children.

Social Information on Disability also has a website to buy and sell second hand disability 

equipment.  Items of special interest to parents of disabled children and young people 

include buggies, beds, wheelchairs, and toys.  Parents can also advertise for wanted items. 

The equipment is advertised on the website and the purchaser contacts the seller directly. It 

is free to use the website and parents who don‟t have access to the internet can contact SID 

who can place the advertisement for you.

For further information please contact:

Social Information on Disability (SID) 

Helpline: 0800 0439395 (open weekdays 9.30am-12.30am) 

Website: www.asksid.org.uk/fab  Email: info@asksid.org.uk

There will be taster sessions running during the summer.

For more information visit the Wheels for All website: www.cycling.org.uk/wfa

A new Wheels for All scheme coordinator has been recruited, and we 

are looking for volunteers to help out at sessions.

Many of the new Wheels for All cycles have been delivered, with a 

further batch due to arrive soon!! 



Family Voice Surrey

If you would like to get involved or 

would like more information about 

Family Voice Surrey, contact us by:

Phone: 01372 705708

Email: 

contact@familyvoicesurrey.org 

Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/familyvoicesurrey

You can now find us on Facebook and the 

Family Voice website should be up and 

running soon. On our Facebook page we 

post all sorts of information that we think 

may be helpful to parents in Surrey and it 

is also a quick and easy way for parents to 

communicate with us!

We had our first Annual General Meeting in February. A 

massive thank you goes to The Children's Trust in Tadworth 

for use of their facilities for the meeting. It was a great 

success and it was exciting to see new parents join the 

committee. Their involvement is already helping us develop 

our presence in Surrey.

The committee is planning another event to meet more parents. This will be held in the 

Guildford area - more details available soon. For the future though, we would like to find 

out from parents whether they would be more interested in two or three large conference-

style events in a year or for Family Voice to link in with the various coffee mornings/local 

meetings already taking place across the county. Let us know what you think by 

contacting us or visiting our facebook page!

We continue to attend meetings with Surrey County Council and NHS Surrey most 

notably on the SEN Pathfinder project. We have also recently helped Surrey Short 

Breaks review their Short Breaks Statement to make it more parent friendly, and recently 

attended a forum of Surrey Special Educational Needs Coordinators (SENCOs). 

For more information and to purchase a NKS radar key and guide visit www.radar.org.uk.

Did you know about The Radar National Key Scheme?

The National Key Scheme key offers disabled people independent 

access to the 9,000 accessible locked toilets around the country. 

Providers of disabled toilets fit Radar locks to ensure their facilities are in 

good condition. Over 25 years the scheme has been adopted by 400+ local 

authorities and many transport, retail and leisure providers.

You can also download the new radar smart phone app from itunes 

to instantly locate NKS key accessible toilet facilities on the go!



The Great Merlin Pass Giveaway 2012!

The Surrey Short Breaks for Disabled Children‟s Team invited Surrey‟s play and leisure 

schemes to enjoy a free day out at Chessington World of Adventures and Thorpe Park on 

the opening weekends of the new season. Groups enjoyed the hospitality suites at both 

parks, where they were offered free packed lunch and unlimited soft drinks, with 

corporate events staff on hand to ensure they received wrist bands that enable people 

with disabilities to jump queues, and to ensure general smooth running of the day.

Reigate & Redhill YMCA Yip for Youth and Vbuddies enjoyed an early day out at Thorpe 

Park on Saturday 17 March, when a party of 60 youths, staff and volunteers had a lovely 

day at the theme park and reported that staff at the Lake View were very helpful.

Approximately 32 young people, staff and volunteers from The Children‟s Trust took 

advantage of the lovely weather on Sunday 25 March with VIP tickets at Chessington 

World of Adventures.  A larger party of about 200 guests descended on Chessington on 

Saturday 31 March, when groups from Link Leisure, InterAKtive, and Barnardo‟s One 

Voice and Outreach groups enjoyed a rather cold (but dry) day and refreshments in the 

Explorers‟ Outpost.

Short Breaks staff members were on hand to welcome familiar faces at the two main 

events on 17 and 31 March, and reported that a good time was had by all.

March Madness!

The team have been very busy distributing the Merlin Pass 

vouchers and have enjoyed meeting families at our collection 

sessions at Park House Leatherhead, YMCA Redhill, Runnymede

Some families have asked why we don't post the passes. The reason is that they would 

have to be sent by special delivery (as they have to be signed for and insured), which 

would cost £10 per pass. By not posting the passes, we have been able to buy many 

more passes for many more families to receive and benefit from. Surrey Short Breaks 

purchased and distributed 500 passes in total!

The scheme has again been very popular with families, and we hope that you are able 

to enjoy lots of outings to Merlin attractions throughout the year!

Congratulations to all of those who entered the draw for 

a Merlin Pass in our Spring Newsletter 2012, 500 

children and  young people were successful!

Centre Addlestone, Disability Challengers Guildford, Link Leisure Woking and 

Disability Challengers Farnham, as well as families who have dropped in at Fairmount 

House. Thank you to our partner organisations who kindly let us use their facilities!



Family Fun Day 2012

Many enjoyed  test riding the specialist cycles from Cycling Projects, 

who have received grant funding  to set up Wheels for All inclusive 

cycling schemes in Guildford and Reigate. (See page 3 for updates!)

On Saturday 10th March, the Surrey Short Breaks for 

Disabled Children‟s team held an internationally themed 

Family Fun Day at Pond Meadow School in Guildford. 

Old favourites made a popular return, including Magical Faces 

who had many happy customers with their fabulous face painting.

New faces were also welcomed, as the free event 

showcased some of the successful grant recipients of 

Surrey Short Breaks' funding programme during 2011-12.

Budding performers were able to have a go at Bollywood and 

Street Dancing; take part in an Aboriginal Drama Workshop, and 

make some noise in Lucky Moyo's famous African Drumming 

workshops.

Young people had the opportunity to 'get creative' 

with some Greek Cookery with grant recipient „the 

Organic Cookery School,‟ and to try their hand at 

making African hazel animals,  Moroccan tiles, 

Indian henna hangings and Mexican willow 

dream catchers with another grant recipient, 

„Sculpt-It.‟ 

Energetic guests could let off 

steam in the Best Bounce soft 

play and giant games areas, or 

participate in the Redhill 

Taekwon-Do demonstrations and 

SCL Multi-Sports workshops and 

parachute games.  

Over 300 disabled children, young people and

their families travelled  'around the world'

enjoying a range of activities and entertainment.



Family Fun Day 2012

There was a chance to get 'down to earth' with a visit from 

the Kidsrome Mobile Farm whose adorable animals included a 

donkey, rabbits, chickens and a dog; and a chance for green-

fingered guests to do some gardening by decorating and 

planting up a pot with marigold seeds.

Mums, dads and carers weren't left out, 

and were invited to enjoy a 10 minute 

mini-massage.

Weary from the activities, guests were able to sit back 

and be entertained by Chinese ribbon dancing, popular 

magician Bash, and the hilarious antics of Dr Snug, before 

enjoying the free lunch on offer (which included locally sourced 

fresh filled rolls and fresh fruit), and a very British cuppa!

Surrey's Disability Participation Service 'One Voice' was 

there to capture the views of young people with a prize 

draw and arranged for the day to be captured on film.

The Surrey Short Breaks Team would like 

to express thanks to the 20 or so 

volunteers who helped on the day - in 

particular: Pond Meadow School, The 

Children with Disabilities Team   East, The 

National Autistic Society, Scope, Youth 

Services, and families and friends of the 

Short Breaks Team.

„Rhythmix,‟ a further grant recipient, held musical drop-in 

sessions which included karaoke, jamming and  DJ-ing where 

many showed off their skills and talent!  

Feedback from parents was extremely positive:

"We have been coming for the last 3 years and this 

was definitely the best one yet"

"Just wanted to say thank you for a lovely day 

today my son really enjoyed himself and so did I!"

The Surrey Short Breaks team hope to 

hold another event in the Autumn!



Transition and Independence

After consulting with young people and their 

parents/carers Barnardo's has re-designed its 

service, building on what has worked well and 

improving areas that young people felt needed 

further development. 

Participation 

Participation is continuing with Gareth Lewington 

running children and young people's forums (aged 5-

19) to give young people an opportunity to meet and 

share their experience as well as using their thoughts 

and expertise to influence future provision and test out 

current services. 

Individual Outreach and Life Skills Groups  

The aim of this service is to support young people (aged 14-19) on their route to 

adulthood. This is achieved through one-to-one support which covers topics that are 

important to young people such as travel training, money management, independent 

living and accessing community services.  Group work is also offered to assist young 

people in social interaction, confidence building and becoming active members of their 

local community. 

This is a targeted service that can be accessed directly by young people who have a 

disability or complex health needs. Referrals can be made by the young person 

themselves, parents/carers or professionals. A personal support plan will be created with 

the young person and their family to look at how best they can be supported to meet 

their identified outcomes.

Referrals can be made to Sarah Dan - Transition and Participation Worker: 

sarah.dan@barnardos.org.uk

For Participation enquiries, please contact Gareth Lewington - Participation Worker: 

gareth.lewington@barnardos.org.uk

For general enquiries, please contact Rebecca Jebaratnam -Children‟s Service 

Development Manager:

jebaratnam@barnardos.org.uk

Office telephone number: 01372 844 773

For more information on Transition we suggest visiting
www.transitioninfonetwork.org.uk

For further information on Transition please feel free to contact Julie Pointer -
Transition and Development Manager - julie.pointer@surreycc.gov.uk





Disability Benefits

From 2013 the Government is proposing to introduce a new benefit called Personal 

Independence Payment (PIP) for eligible people aged 16 to 64 to replace Disability Living 

Allowance (DLA).

WELFARE REFORM

Changes to Disability Benefits

The intention is that Personal Independence Payments will focus support to those 

individuals who experience the greatest challenges to remaining independent and 

leading full, active and independent lives.

The new assessment criteria for PIP will be based on a points system although the final 

details have still to be agreed. However, PIP will remain non-means tested, non-

contributory and non-taxable. There will be help for personal care and mobility. People in 

residential care will still be entitled to the mobility component either in cash or through the 

Motability Scheme.

PIP will be phased in between April 2013 and 2017. It is 

likely that young people on DLA will be last to be re-

assessed. 

You can find out more information about PIPs 

on the DWP website: 

www.dwp.gov.uk

EMPLOYMENT & SUPPORT 

ALLOWANCE (ESA)
Many parents with a disabled teenage son 

or daughter don‟t realise that their child 

could claim this benefit in their own right. 

It‟s payable from 16 if your ability to work is 

limited or unlikely due to a disability. You 

can get it even if you are in education 

(including residential education). 

ESA is now means tested but is based on 

the income and savings of the young 

person, not their parent(s). It‟s worth over 

£100pw. You will have to give up any child 

benefit or child tax credit so you will need a 

„better-off‟ check.

For more information and factsheets 

about the benefits mentioned on this 

page as well as many more, visit the
www.direct.gov.uk 

You can also visit the Citizens Advice 

Bureau advice guide:
www.adviceguide.org.uk

For advice and guidance on benefits 

and financial support you can visit 

Contact A Family’s website:
www.cafamily.org.uk

Or call: 0808 888 3555

Or email: helpline@cafamily.org.uk



Have you Heard?

Vbuddies is a befriending scheme that matches young people with 

disabilities and complex needs aged 11-19 with young volunteers known 

as „buddies‟ to enable them to access social and leisure activities.

VBuddies enables young people  to hang out with someone       

of a similar age and with similar interests doing the things that they enjoy 

without their parents or carers. The scheme provides opportunities to 

access and experiences activities of their choice whilst learning important 

independence skills such as travel training  and money management.

For more information contact John Brunswick: 

By phone on: 01737 222859

By email: vbuddies@ymcaredhill.com 

You can also visit www.ymcaredhill.com for more information.

VBuddies  also have a programme of social events across the Summer. 

VBuddies is free to access and is available across the East of Surrey.

To find out more about becoming a volunteer, please call the above 

number or email: volunteer@ymcaredhill.com

Did you know that Crossroads runs two 

Saturday Clubs for children and young 

people with disabilities aged 5-19 years?

The Saturday Clubs run in Leatherhead and 

Walton on Thames from 10am to 4pm every 

Saturday throughout the year.

Children and young people can attend one 

Saturday a month and spend the day 

interacting with other children in a safe and 

stimulating environment with fully trained staff.

For information about Crossroads clubs:  

Phone: 07779 976184

For information about Crossroads further 

services:  

Phone: 01372 469942

Email:enquiries@surreycrossroads.co.uk

Did you know that Disability Challengers are 

now working in partnership with Surrey County 

Council to run half term youth schemes in 

Caterham, Bookham and Epsom?

NEWSFLASH!

Disability Challengers are  holding a Family Fun 

Day on the 20th July at Challengers Guildford 

Play Centre – Stoke Park!

For more information on any of the above:

Call the Disability Challengers booking line on: 

01483 579 390, Email: 

playandlesiureteam@disability-challengers.org

Or visit: www.disability-challengers.org.uk

Disability Challengers also run a wide range of 

play, youth and young adult schemes across 

Surrey including Saturday, Holiday and After 

School schemes and activity weekends.



Address:
Surrey Short Breaks for 
Disabled Children
Fairmount House
Bull Hill
Leatherhead
KT22 7AH

Email: shortbreaks@surreycc.gov.uk
Phone: 01372 833073/01372 833638

Contact us

Coming up this Summer!

Tadworth Children’s Trust are taking bookings for their Summer Holiday Camps for children with 

complex health needs and disabilities from the 30th July – 24th August. Hurry! Parents need to book 

by 22nd June 2012! For more details please contact Louise Gray on 01737 365837.

The YMCA YIPPEE club for children aged 4-12 years and YIP4YOUTH scheme for young people 

aged 13-16 years will be running on weekdays throughout  the Summer holidays from 10am – 4pm. 

YMCA VBuddies also has a full programme of social events and days out across the Summer. 

For more information call Emily (YIPPEE) or John (YIP4YOUTH and VBuddies) on 01737 222859. 

White Lodge will be running Summer holiday play schemes for children aged 4-12 years in 

Chertsey, Elmbridge, Spelthorne and Runnymede; and youth schemes for young people aged 13-18 

years in Walton on Thames and Runnymede. For more information, please call 01932 577961.

Link Leisure will be running Summer holiday play schemes for children aged 4-12 years and youth 

schemes for young people aged 11-18 years from 10th July to the 24th August. Link Leisure are also 

holding a family football fun day on Saturday 24th June – all are welcome! The Link Leisure building 

will be undergoing a refurbishment towards the end of the Summer holidays and activities based at 

Link Leisure may be relocated. Letters will be sent to all existing users. Telephone number will NOT 

be changing. For more information phone: 01483 770037 Email:  info@linkleisure.org.uk.

Disability Challengers will be running play schemes (aged 4-12 years) in Dorking, Farnham, 

Guildford, Leatherhead and Oxted, and youth schemes (aged 13-18 years) in Bookham, Caterham, 

Epsom, Farnham and Guildford across the Summer Holidays. For more information and further 

schemes, visit www.disability-challengers.org  or call the Play and Leisure Team on 01483 230 930. 

Halow will be running a range of Summer events including monthly bowling activities, monthly youth 

committees, youth workshops, horse riding activities, allotment and terrace activities, paintballing 

and days out to Guilfest, Normandy Gardens and Woking Football Club!  For more information 

contact Jason on 01483 447960 or email jason.b@halowproject.org.uk.

Grafham Grange will be running residential short breaks on selected weeks in the Summer 

Holidays for young people aged 10-16 years with Autism and challenging behaviour . For more 

information please call 01483 891100 or email shortbreaks@ggset.co.uk.

Portesbery School Summer Club will be running from 23rd July to the 10th August for Portesbery 

School students aged 2-19 years. For more information call Samantha Coomber on 01276 63078. 

For more information about Short Breaks in Surrey and a for full list of organisations 

receiving funding from Surrey County Council, go to www.surreycc.gov.uk and search 

“Short Breaks for Disabled Children “ or contact us on the details below.


